Past to Present
A Note from our President
During the pandemic, with group activities limited or
nonexistent, LRHS has had to come up with creative ways
to raise funds to keep the Society going. One of the more
successful ways has been through Facebook’s Giving
Tuesday, the last Tuesday in November, has been
especially fruitful as we have asked for support from our
followers. Several members have taken advantage of
birthday fundraisers to ask for support for LRHS. We also
have installed a “Donate” button on our FB page where
we post weekly stories about the history of local sites and
buildings.
Of course, memberships and donations continue to be an
important source of funds. Did you know you can honor a
deceased member by donating in their name? None of
these sources garners big bucks, but when they are added
together help contribute to the success and well-being of
the Society.
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LRHS Facilities
The Meeting House
The Archives Center
977 Main Street, Antioch IL 60002
By appointment

The Schoolhouse Museum
817 Main Street, Antioch IL 60002
Open Saturdays, 11 am to 3 pm
Closed December - February

Mailing address is:
965 Main Street, Antioch IL 60002

Tombstone Symbolism
(All the pictures come from cemeteries in
Antioch Township)
Recently the Society was asked about the
symbols on older headstones and what
they mean. So, we decided to write an
article about them.

Cross and Crown - The crown is a symbol of
glory and victory over death. The reward
awaits in Heaven where the victor will
receive a crown of victory. The cross
represents the suffering of Christ.

Hands ~ One hand. The Pathway to
Heaven.

The Three Legs of Mann ~ The person usually
had a connection to the Isle of Man. (The
Isle of Man is a self-governing British Crown
dependency in the Irish Sea between
England and Ireland.)

Hands grasping ~ Note: It is important to check
details. Different things
have
different
meanings. Are the hands open or closed? Are
there cuffs? Are the hands at the same levels?
Is one female and one male? This one has a
female and male cuff, indicating Holy
Matrimony and love beyond death.

The Lamb – Innocence ~ usually on a
child’s grave.

Willow Tree ~ Associated with “weeping”
willow, for sorrow. Also, can refer to
Happiness and Immortality

Book – Generally refers to the Book of Life.
Can also mean Wisdom or Holy.

The Shield ~ Although it’s called the Civil
War Type, this style of headstone was also
used to mark the graves of soldiers from the
Mexican War, Indian Campaigns, the War
of 1812, the Spanish-American War and
even the American Revolution.
Civil War Type headstones are
decorated with a carved image of a shield
which usually contains the soldier’s name,
rank, and home state inscribed inside it in
bas relief.

Angels represent the connection between
heaven and earth, as well as strength,
peace, faith, protection and beauty.
Angels can help families feel at ease after a
loss knowing that their loved ones are
forever protected.

Oakland Cemetery Also known as Home
Oaks~ Established 1846. ~Lake Villa/Antioch
Township ~ Deep Lake Road, just North of
Grass Lake Road.
Benedictine Abbey ~ Established 1964
Antioch ~ 1/4-mile East of Nelson Road, just
South of IL/WI state line
Test your research skills. Tell us what edition
of the Antioch News this ad was in. Be one
of the first five people to contact us at:

lrhs.sq@gmail.com

The Square and Compass indicates that
the man was a member of the Masonic
Lodge

Cemeteries in or near Antioch Township
Hillside Cemetery ~ Established 1875
Antioch ~ Hillside Drive at Route 173
Grass Lake Cemetery Established 1875
Antioch Township ~ West side of Grass Lake
Road between N Hillside Avenue/Hermann
Avenue and W Lake Avenue/W Kathryn
Drive about 2 miles west of Route 59
Hickory Union Cemetery ~ Established 1860
Antioch Township ~ North side of Edwards
Road 1/2-mile East of Route 45
Mount Carmel Cemetery ~ Established 1902
Antioch ~ Next to Hillside Cemetery

Or call or text 630-291-6508 and you will
receive a copy our booklet featuring
drawings by Shirley Grego.
Hints:
 Antioch News was published on
Thursday.
 You can find the Antioch News on
line at www.Archives.org
 The year was a leap year.
 On another page of the paper, it
was referred to as a confetti dance.
 One of the articles on page 1
“Heirloom Day Proves Big Success”

Article from the January 18, 1940
Antioch News

Article from the January 25, 1940
Antioch News

Would you like to own a little piece of
Antioch history?
As most of you know, the building that we
now call The Meeting House, home to our
LRHS archives and exhibits, is one of
Antioch's oldest standing buildings! It was
built in 1863, at the height of the Civil War,
as a church for the Disciples of Christ. After
the congregation dwindled, the building
sat vacant for several years until 1915 when
the newly formed Episcopal parish, St.
Ignatius of Antioch, purchased it. When the
Episcopal parish decided to build a larger
church, LRHS purchased the historic
building in 1999 and restored it to its original
1863 appearance. We still have the original
church pews from the Episcopal church
that date back to the 1920s. Although we
have kept some of the pews, we cannot
keep them all, as we need the space to
display our growing collection. So, we have
made the decision to sell the majority of the
pews. We have 9-10 pews left. They are 10'
2" long and they are for sale for $300 each.
All proceeds go directly to the Lakes Region
Historical Society. If interested, please email,
Kelly at kellynawrocki12@gmail.com

Membership News
Your membership renewals are one
of the sources of income we have for the
Society.
Won’t you please consider renewing
your membership or making an additional
donation to the Society at this time. Please
check the year above your name for your
status. For example: If it indicates 2021 you
are paid thru March 31, 2022. Membership
year runs from April 1st to March 31st of each
year.
Welcome to our newest Life members:
Marc & Nancy Lubkeman
Bonnie & Kent Adriansen

In Memory
Dorothy Jean Volkert, 98 years old passed away
January 13, 2022 at home.
Dorothy entered the Grace Hospital
School of Nursing in February 1942, two months
after Pearl Harbor. The day after graduation,
she enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps. After basic
training, she served on the U.S. Army Hospital
Ship, Charles Stafford, caring for wounded
World War II soldiers returning to U.S. hospitals.
Dorothy crossed both Pacific and Atlantic
oceans a total of 16 times.
You can find Dorothy’s obituary at
www.strangfh.com
Dorothy had a collection of collections.
When the Society had collections shows she
always brought a very unique collection to
share.
Robert “Bob” Charles Geske, 79 years old of
Lake Villa, IL passed away December 24, 2021.
Bob worked at The Advertiser in Antioch for over
25 years. He was a member of the Lakes Region
Historical Society. He was an avid WWII and
American history buff.
Lonnie Cleve Christensen, 81 years old of
Antioch, IL passed away December 4, 2020. He
was a long-time member of the Society.

Celebrating Antioch, Illinois

Past & Present
If you have enjoyed reading these
stories and seeing pictures of old Antioch
and would like to have a book of over 200
stories, you can help support the Lakes
Region Historical Society by purchasing your
very own copy of “Celebrating Antioch,
Illinois – Past & Present.” The book is $30
(sales tax exempt), and the size is 11” x 8.5”
Arrangements can be made to pick it up in
Antioch or to have it mailed to you. Feel free
to send us a private message on Facebook
or email us at lrhs@sbcglobal.net

The Archives News
Need some help researching your family?
We love to help with researching your
Antioch families and businesses. We can
also help with Antioch house history
research, as well.
Write to us at
lrhs@sbcglobal.net and tell us what family
surnames that you are researching in the
Antioch area. We would like to set up a
database for people wanting to connect
with other people doing family research in
the area. We can help with genealogy – we
ask for a small donation.

Follow us on Facebook
(@lakesregionhistoricalsociety) for exciting
weekly posts with pictures, history, and lots
of memories!

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to
support your favorite charitable
organization every time you shop, at no
cost to you. Follow this link to make Lakes
Region Historical Society your charity of
choice:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-3245892

Lakes Region Historical Society
965 Main Street
Antioch IL 60002

MeMbershiP aPPlication / renewal for
lakes region historical society
Name _________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
City ___________________________ State ________________Zip Code __________
Phone _______________________ Email ___________________________________
Membership Dues (Membership runs April 1st thru March 31st)
Student / Senior (65+) $10 ___
Life Member $500_____

Individual $20 ___

I would like more information about volunteering. _______
Return form and check to:
Lakes Region Historical Society (Attn: Membership)
965 Main Street, Antioch IL 60002

Family $30 ____
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